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Foreign higher education in the GCC countries, and the
possibility of benefiting from it in Egypt
(A comparative study).

Dr. Hanan Mahmoud Mohamed Abdel Rahim

Abstract
Both the developed and the developing countries give increased

attention to education and considers it a priority. Since higher
education lies on top of the educational system, this necessarily
requires further intensification of the effortdedicated to develop it.
GCC countries have invested more in education, particularly in the
recent years, as part of the requirements for the expansion of the
development processes. In this regard, they have hugely endeavored
to expand their higher education system in many ways.

Universities and different university campuses are among the
most popular forms of foreign educational sites that have been
established in the GCC. Some countries, such as the UAE and
Qatar, have achieved great and higher positions worldwide.

The study sheds light on the development of higher education in
some GCC countries and focuses on foreign higher education by
studying the status of foreign universities and other branches of
them in these countries. It also attempts to benefit from the
comparative nature of the foreign higher education systems in the
GCC countries in order to develop a vision for the future. It also
tries to rectify its shortcomings in the near future. It also aims at
developing a number of proposed mechanisms to develop foreign
higher education in Egypt.

The study is relies on the use of the Comparative Method
through a number of research approaches. It focuses on: Analysis
of the educational system by using the theoretical model of
Moehlman , the Comparative Systems Approach and focusing on it
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as one of the analysis units according to the nature of the study, as
well as the exploratory methods which are represented in one of its
forms: visions, and future perceptions.

In light of the nature of the subject, its limits and its objectives,
the dimensions of the methodology of the comparative educational
research; namely the historical dimension, the descriptive
dimension, the cultural analytical dimension, the comparative
interpretive dimension and the predictive dimension, in this context,
the current study deals with a number of axes that are concerned
with the historical development of foreign higher education, the
causes of its origin. It also offers a description of the patterns of
foreign higher education and its role in the advancement of higher
education in the societies applied to it in an attempt at
demonstrating the active cultural background of this influential
phenomenon. The contract of explanatory comparison shows the
similarities and differences with respect to these universities and
then puts forward a set of lessons learned through which the
development of foreign higher education in the Gulf States, in
accordance with the circumstances and cultural data, can be
achieved. It puts forward a vision for the future development of
foreign higher education, and finally ends by providing some of the
proposed mechanisms for the development of foreign education in
Egypt in light of benefiting from the experiences of the GCC and
foreign countries.
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Figure 7: Host Countries: Total mumber of IBCs, 2005, 2010 and 2016
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